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SUPPORTING PRIESTS AND VOCATIONS

(P. Benedict XVI to the Bishops’ Conference of Puerto Rico, 30 June 2007).

Priests constitute a
sector that demands
your prime pastoral
attention. They are in
the front line of
evangelization and are
especially in need of
your care and personal
closeness. Your
relationship with them
must not be merely
institutional. Rather, as
your true sons, friends
and brothers, it should
be inspired above all by
love as an expression
of episcopal fatherhood.

Priests, for their
part, must remember
that they are first and
foremost men of God.
Thus, they must nurture
their own spiritual life
and their continuing
formation.

All their
ministerial work “must
begin effectively with
prayer” as St Albert the
Great said. Every priest

must find in this encounter
with God the strength to
exercise his ministry with
greater devotion and
dedication, setting an
example of availability and
detachment from all that is
superfluous.

In thinking of
future candidates to the
priesthood and
consecrated life, it is
necessary to highlight the
importance of ceaseless
prayer to the Lord of the
Harvest (cf. Mt 9, 38), so
that he will give many and
holy vocations to the
Church, especially in the
present situation in which
young people often find it
difficult to respond to the
Lord’s call to the priestly
or consecrated life.

Therefore, you
should develop a specific
vocations apostolate
which will encourage
those in charge of the
pastoral care of youth to
be daring mediators of the

Lord’s call.

Above all, you
should not be afraid to
suggest his call to young
men and subsequently
accompany them with
assiduous care in both the
human and spiritual
environments, so that they
may ever more clearly
discern their vocational
decision.

With regard to the
formation of candidates to
the priesthood, the Bishop
must take the greatest
pains to choose the most
suitable and best qualified
educators for this role.




WELL-BALANCED FUTURE PRIESTS

(P. Benedict XVI to the Bishops’ Conference of the Central African Republic, 1 June 2007)

The formation of
candidates for the
priesthood acquires an
importance that cannot be
underestimated in order to
give the Church the
priests she needs. It is
more necessary than ever
to be demanding as
regards their human and
spiritual formation. Indeed,
since priests are called to
bear heavy responsibilities
in the exercise of their
ministry, a whole range of
qualities must be required
of candidates to enable
them to acquire a true
discipline of priestly life.

You must be
particularly  watchful in
order to ascertain the
emotional balance of

seminarians and to form
their sensibility, in order to
be sure of their aptitude to

live the demands of
priestly celibacy. This
human formation must

find all its meaning in a
sound spiritual formation,
for it is indispensable that
the priest’s life and activity
be rooted in a living faith
in Jesus Christ.

A sufficient
number of competent
formation teachers and

spiritual directors to guide
candidates to the
priesthood is therefore a
pastoral priority for
Bishops so that an
authentic discernment can
be made.

| would also like to
tell your young people that
there is great joy to be
found in  responding
generously to the Lord’s
call to follow him in order
to proclaim the Gospel.

ASSISTENT SEGRETARIU TAL-Q.T. IL-PAPA

L-ahbar i Mons.
Alfred Xuereb (Victoria)
kien se jinghata dan |-
inkarigu bdiet tixtered
fnofs Lulju li ghadda u fil-
fatt sehhet fit-tieni gimgha
ta’ Settembru wara r-ritorn
miz-zjara li I-Papa ghamel
fl-Awstrija.

Mons Xuereb kien
ilu jservi fdiversi postijiet
Ruma mill-1984, izda fl-
ahhar 12-il sena huwa
kien mitlub joffri s-servizz
tieghu fil-Vatikan fkemme-il
ufficcju, anki fdak tas-
Segreterija ta’ I-Istat.

Din il-hidma gdida
ta’ assistant segretarju
ged tpoggi lil Mons.
Xuereb eqreb lejn il-Papa
ghax issa beda jaghmel
parti mill-personell li jghix
fil-Palazz Appostoliku,
ghall-qadi mehtieg fit-
tmexxija ta’ I-uffic¢ju privat
tal-Papa u mieghu jagsam
hin twil tal-gurnata u

jakkompanijah fil-vjaggi
tieghu.

Min-naha taghna
nifirhu lil Mons. Xuereb
fdin il-hatra tant importanti
u li titlob certa
responsabilta minnu. Din
tkompli tixhed dehra ta’
prestigju li I-kleru ghawdxi
jibga’ jgawdi fil-ministeru
tieghu barra minn pajjizna.
Niftakru fih fit-talb taghna
biex il-Mulej imexxih
dejjem fis-servizz li joffri
lill-Vigarju tieghu fuq I-art.

Sadattant Mons.
Xuereb ghogbu jgharrafna
li “l-lagghat tas-sacerdoti u
s-seminaristi Ghawdxin li
jinsabu Ruma qed isiru
ghand is-Sorijiet
Frangiskani tal-Qalb ta’
Gesu ta’ Via Iberia u
nzammet l-ewwel laggha
fit-28 ta’ Ottubru” wara li
ghal snin twal kienet issir
fil-parrocca ta’ Sant’Injazju

fejn kien kappillan Mons.
Guzepp Attard.




MESSAGG TR’ MONS. ISQOF

Dan Il-ahhar kelli §rajja
kommoventi li gaghlitni
nahseb. Wiehed minn
shabna s-sacerdoti galli li
ltaga’ ma’ persuna li tatu
offerta biex “joffri” s-
sagrific¢ju ta’ I-Ewkaristija
ghall-bzonnijiet ta’
sacerdot iehor li huwa
mpenjat fil-pastorali u
jidher li ghandu certi sfidi.

Kont naf li hemm
nies li jitolbu ghalina, imma
gatt ma ghaddieli minn
mohhi li hemm min
isostnina billi jaghti
elemozina biex tigi
Ccelebrata I-quddiesa
ghalina!

Dan mhux Il-uniku
sinjal li jixhed kemm il-
poplu t’Alla jhobbna u
jixtieq sacerdoti skond il-
galb ta’ Kristu. Ghadna kif
temmejna x-xahar ta’
Ottubru ddedikat ghall-
missjoni. Certament dawk
fostkom li geghdin iservu I-
Knisja missjunarja
jikkonfermaw kemm
Ghawdex hawn persuni li
jsostnuhom spiritwalment
u materjalment.

Quddiem dan kollu
jien rrodd hajr lil Alla talli
pprovdilna  sinjali  bhal
dawn, imma fl-istess hin
inhoss taghfas fugi r-
responsabilta li  nkun
sacerdot tassew quddiem

Alla, il-Knisja u d-dinja.

Meta dan I-ahhar
ghamilt il-funeral ta’ Mons.
D. Frangisk Azzopardi, li
kien il-hmistax-il sacerdot li
miet fdawn is-sentejn li ilni
isqof, fl-omelija ghidt Ii s-
sacerdoti huma “angli” li
Alla jipprovdi lill-poplu
tieghu llum. Kif I-angli
huma dawk li jghixu
kontinwament fil-prezenza
t'Alla u jippruvaw jikxfu |-
wi¢¢ mohbi t'Alla ghalina,
din hija s-sejha taghna s-
sacerdoti.

Imma biex
inwettqu dan il-ghan,
ghandna bzonn mhux biss
it-talb tan-nies, imma fuq
kollox li ahna nkunu
bnedmin ta’ talb. Billi
skond il-pjan pastorali
ghad-djocesi taghna din is-
sena ged naghmlu I-
proposta biex “inkunu
hbieb ta’ I-Evangelju”,
inhegged u naghmel
kuragg lil hutna sacerdoti
kollha biex it-talb taghna
jkun imdawwal u mibni fuq
il-Kelma t'Alla.

Meta nghixu dan |-
ispirtu, joktor in-numru ta’
dawk li joffru I-quddiesa
ghalina kemm meta
ghadna attivi fil-ministeru
kif ukoll wara mewtna.
Nispicca billi nfakkar fid-
dmir li ghandna li noffru
talb b’suffragju ta’ hutna s-

sacerdoti mejtin. Fid-
djoc¢esi ghandna s-
Solidalita ta’ San Filippu
Neri li I-ghan taghha huwa
propju li jsir dan it-talb u
nixtieq nara lis-sacerdoti
kollha miktuba fiha.

Nawgura I-Milied it-Tajjeb
u Sena Gdida mimlija bil-
barka tal-Mulej lil kulhadd.

+ Mario Grech,

Isqof t Ghawdex




MIL-LAQGHAT LI KELLNA

Bhas-snin |-
imghoddija saru zewg
lagghat mas-sacerdoti u
fostna barra I-
koncelebrazzjoni
organizzata fil-knisja ta’
Marsalforn u mmexxija
minn Mons. Isqof Grech
fit-8 ta’ Awwissu ghal
dawk gejjin minn artijiet
tat-tielet dinja. B’kollox
rapprezentanza minn 11-il
pajjiz differenti.

F’dawn il-lagghat
issemmiet lista twila ta’
punti, bhal per ezempiju:
tnaqqis fdawk li jistqarru I-
fidi, il-htiega urgenti ta’
iktar xhieda nisranija, il-
prezenza qawwija ta’
nsara protestanti, il-
gawmien fil-vokazzjonijiet
lokali, I-ghajnuna tal-
katekisti b’formazzjoni
kontinwa li tinghatalhom,
il-kura lill-morda, facilitajiet
medici fi klini¢i tal-Knisja,
I-edukazzjoni tat-tfal minn
kmieni, il-kura ta’ I-
emarginati u dagstant
iehor ta’ I-ghaqdiet

Iktar taghrif
pastorali kien jirrigwarda |-
attendenza ghall-quddies
tal-Adud, it-tnaqgqis fl-
ghadd ta’ tfal ghall-ewwel
tgarbina, il-kultura
nisranija fl-edukazzjoni
universitarja, id-
diskriminazzjoni lejn I-
insara f'minoranza, ir-rwol
ta’ l-iskejjel kattoléi, in-
nuqqas ta’ kleru lokali, iz-
zieda ta’ sacerdoti asjatici
fl-Ewropa u min-naha I-
ohra |-formazzjoni
seminaristika bil-problemi
estremi taghha.

Il-vizjoni kienet
wahda varja u kompliet
tintwera b’iktar aspetti

pastorali bhalma hi |-
htiega taz-zjajjar fil-familji,
it-talb u d-djalogu fi gruppi,
l-integrazzjoni ta’
komunitajiet barranin, I-
ghajnuna lis-seminaristi u
sacerdoti ghawdxin
imsefrin, lagghat bejn
dawk li jkunu boghod minn
art twelidhom.

Kienu diversi |-
mumenti li fihom
interviena Mons. Isqof
Grech fejn mhux biss
wera |-apprezzament
tieghu ghall-impenn ta’
dawk li “ged jaghtu nifs
safi lill-bxara tal-Vangelu
fartijiet ohra”, imma
stieden biex jibqghu
“jipparte¢ipaw fil-hajja tad-
djocesi taghna bl-istess
esperjenzi li tghixu u
tagsmu maghna”. Stagsa:
“X’tixtiequ taraw ahjar
fpajjizna fid-dawl ta’ I-
esperjenzi taghkom, ghax
ilkoll ghandna messagg
wiehed ghalkemm
b’apostolat dagshekk
varju”.

Mistogsi, fost
affarijiet ohra, x'policy se
tibga’ taddatta d-djocesi
taghna rigward is-safar
tas-sacerdoti, Mons. Isqof
wera li ghandhom jibqghu
jmorru s-safar anki jekk I-
eta medja tal-kleru
Ghawdxi issa hija ta’
madwar 65 sena. Wera
wkoll kemm hu importanti
li dawk li jsiefru jkunu ged
iwettqu pastorali bhala
mibghutin minnu, kif
accenna li ghamel fil-kaz
taz-zewg sacerdoti ordnati
dis-sena.

Ghall-
osservazzjoni li saret dwar
x'forma ta’ ftehim ged ikun
hemm mad-djocesi li

tircievi, intqal li fdawn I-
ahhar snin zdiedu t-
seminarju b’kuntatti
mehtiega kemm ghas-
sena intermedjarja kif
ukoll x’linja l-ahjar wiehed
jiehu ghas-safar tieghu
wara l-ordinazzjoni.

B’referenza ghall-
pastorali mal-familja,
Mons. Isqof fisser li biex
issir katekezi biblika
mhejjija tajjeb, il-pjan
pastorali ghal dis-sena
haseb biex tinghata iktar
attenzjoni lill-ministeri tal-
lajci bit-twaqqif ta’ “skola”
bil-ghan li qabel kollox
isservi ghall-istess
formazzjoni taghhom
b’korsijiet fl-ogsma tal-
kateketika, liturgija,
djakonija u I-familja. Anki
hawn is-sacerdoti msefrin
jistghu joffru I-ideat
taghhom dwar din I-attivita
minn dak li ged isir barra.

Ma naqasx li
jaccenna ghall-influss ta’ I-
immigranti musulmani fl-
Ewropa u anki fostna, u
ghad-dmir taghna li bhala
nsara naghrfu kif nittrattaw
maghhom bhala komunita
li ged tizdied u tithallat
maghna.

Mill-gdid Mons.
Isqof irringrazzja lil dawk
prezenti u wieghed |-
ghajnuna tieghu waqt li
heggighom biex jibga’ shih
il-kuntatt taghhom mad-
djocesi, b’kull xorta ta’
mezz ta’ komunikazzjoni.




FID-DAWL TAZ-ZJARA TAL-PAPA FIL-BRAZIL

Bhalma Gunju, ghalina gzira ¢kejkna, kien xahar partikulari bil-
kanonizzazzjoni ta’ l-ewwel qaddis Malti, San Gorg Preca, hekk ukoll kien Mejju
ghall-Brazil bl-ewwel gaddis indigenu, San Antonio Galvao, religjuz frangiskan li miet
fl-1822. 1zda z-Zjara tal-Papa Benedittu XVI serviet ghal iktar minn hekk. Hadna din |-
okkazjoni biex ikollna iktar taghrif minghand Mons. Guzeppi Agius (Munxar) waqt li
kien fostna dan is-sajf.

M. lI-Papa I-ewwel ma ndirizza kien lill-President Braziljan fejn fakkar il-valuri
nsara sa mill-imghoddi, anki dwar il-hajja. X’inhi I-konvinzjoni dwar I-abort fl-
ambjent fejn tinsab?

T. Mhux biss fejn ninsab jien, izda fil-Brazil kollu kemm hu, hawn rispett kbir lejn il-
hajja. L-abort hu megjus bhala att kriminali kiefer, I-aktar ghaliex il-fefus ma jistax
jiddefendi ruhu u I-omm ma ghandhiex dritt fuq hajjet haddiehor.

M. Fil-lagqgha maz-zghazagh il-Papa heggighom biex jaghtu xhieda bhala
dixxipli u missjunarji ta’ Kristu. Fiex tinhass I-ikta dix-xhieda zaghzugha fil-
parrocca tieghek?

T. Is-suggett princ¢ipali tal-Fflames Assemblea tal-Konferenza Episkopali ta’ I-Amerka
Latina kien jinkludi wkoll din is-sejha ghaz-zghazagh kollha. Din ix-xhieda nisranija
nhegguhom biex jaghtuha fil-post ta’ I-istudju, tad-divertiment u tax-xoghol. Ghandi
tama li hekk ged jaghmlu.

M. Fl-istess messagg liz-zghazagh il-Papa sahaq fuq I-ghozza tal-familja.
Tinhass xejn I-ghaqda tal-familja fi hdan il-komunita tieghek?

T. Minkejja I-ideologiji foloz ta’ Zminijietna, il-familja braziljana ghadha maghquda.
Niehu gost nattendi ghal-lagghat tal-familji li jsiru fl-ahhar tas-sena u li jibdew dejjem
b’xi ¢elebrazzjoni religjuza. Gie li flaggha familjari jkunu prezenti 200 jew 300
persuna.

M. lI-Papa ghadda parti miz-zjara tieghu f'monasteru benedittin u ma nagasx
jaghmel sejha ghall-hajja kkonsagrata. X’tghidilna dwar il-vokazzjonijiet?

T. Wara I-krizi li hakmitna sa ftit ta’ snin ilu, issa I-vokazzjonijiet ged jergghu jistejqru
u s-seminarji geghdin jimtlew. Izda hemm bzonn li jkun hemm dixxerniment akbar
dwar |-ghazla tal-kandidati ghas-seminarju ghax mhux dejjem ikunu genwini.

M. F’"Campo de Marte I-Papa kkanonizza l-ewwel gaddis Braziljan li bhala
religjuz wettaq appostolat ta’ kull xorta, anki karita mal-foqra. Kemm hi
mehtiega llum il-hidma tal-promozzjoni umana?

T. Sintendi kien l-ewwel gaddis imwieled il-Brazil ghax hawn gaddisin Braziljani ohra
li kienu twieldu I-Ewropa. Hawn ma tantx ninsistu fuq karita fis-sens li taghti logma
hobz lil min hu fqgir illum biex ghada jerga’ jkun bil-guh. Ninsistu iktar fuq il-
promozzjoni tal-persuna biex titghallem tohrog mill-qaghda taghha bis-sahha taghha
stess u tal-ghajnuna ta’ I-ohrajn.

“Wara I-krizi li hakmitna
sa ftit ta’ snin ilu, issa I-
vokazzjonijiet ged
jergghu jistejqru u s-
seminarji geghdin
jimtlew.”




M. lI-Papa ndirizza wkoll lill-Isqfijiet li fil-pajjiz ilahhqu madwar 430 fi 17-il
regjun u barra mill-htiega mill-fedelta shiha lejn il-Magisteru Petrin,
hegglghom ukoll fil-hidma favur I-ekumenizmu. Jinhassu xejn il-firdiet fi

hdan l-insara lokali?

T. ll-firdiet li hawn fost I-insara huma |-aktar tas-setet pentekostali li jigu mill-Istati
Uniti jew influwenzati mid-dollari amerikani.

M. lI-Papa fetah il-hames konferenza ta’ I-Isqfijiet ta’ I-Amerka Latina u tal-
Karibew bit-tema “lI-Kontinent tat-Tama”. X’inhi I-harsa taghkom ghall-
gejjieni fil-parrocca tieghek?

T. Ghandna gejjieni sabih ghall-evangelizzazzjoni. Fugq livell djo¢esan qed

inwettqu progett kbir ta’ “Missjoni Popolari”. Fil-parro¢¢a rnexxieli nrawwam 250
laj¢i bhala missjunarji li jmorru jzuru dar dar, darba fix-xahar, biex jitkellmu fuq il-
Bibbja u jaghtu taghrif dwar I-attivitajiet tal-parroc¢c¢a.

SAN GORG PRECA FIL-GWATEMALA

“ll-kanonizzazzjoni ta’ San
Gorg Preca nhar it-3 ta’
Gunju stajna narawha fuq
it-televizjoni fis-2.00 ta’
filghodu minhabba li
ninsabu 8 sighat
warajkom”. B’'dan it-taghrif
Dun Guzepp Camilleri
(Xewkija) xtag ikompli
jgharrafna kif approfitta
mill-okkazjoni biex
jiddedika kappella gdida
ghad unur ta’ l-ewwel
gaddis Malti barra minn
pajjizna. Huwa zied ukoll
purcissjoni b’'inkwadru kbir
ta’ San Gorg Preca
msiehba b’kant bil-latin li
kiteb il-qaddis fundatur
tas-Socjeta tad-Duttrina
Nisranija. Min jaf hux I-
ewwel pass biex tixxettel
din l-ghagda ghat-tixrid tat-
taghlim fil-Gwatemala
wkoll?

F’dawn I-ahhar
xhur Dun Guzepp
zammna nfurmati wkoll
dwar l-isptar “San Gwann
Battista” li bena fil-
parrocca tieghu b’100
sodda, |-iktar ghall-familji
fgar. Huwa esprima kif din
“il-holma llum saret realta.
Fadal hafna xi jsir u
nehtieg wisq affarijiet
sabiex dan l-isptar ikompli
jwettaq hidma favur is-
sahha u jinzamm tajjeb. L-
ghajnuna ta’ tant
benefatturi Maltin u
Ghawdxin gatt ma giet
niegsa”.

Wara prezenza ta’
15-il sena fil-Gwatemala,
Dun Guzepp jistqarr li
“numerikament il-Knisja

Kattolika qed dejjem tikber
b’iktar vokazzjonijiet
ghalkemm il-fagar ged
ihalli warajh hsarat kbar u
jwegga’ hafna lil min tigih
din ix-xorti hazina. Barra
minn hekk tinhass firda
kbira bejn il-hafna
religjonijiet I-ohra,
specjalment bl-
infiltrazzjoni tal-
protestantizmu u hafna
setet differenti”.




IS-SEJHA LILL-KLERU GHAWDKXI

Bhalma Gunju, ghalina gzira ¢kejkna, kien xahar partikulari bil-
kanonizzazzjoni ta’ I-ewwel qaddis Malti, San Gorg Preca, hekk ukoll kien Mejju
ghall-Brazil bl ll-pjan pastorali ghad-djocesi ghawdxija ghal dis-sena jikkoncentra fuq
l-istedina li ghaddielna il-Q.T. il-Papa Benedittu XVI dak inhar tal-kanonizzazzjoni ta’
San Gorg Preca biex “Inkunu Fbieb tal-Vangelu”. Il-kleru kollu mhux se jhossu
barrani ghal din il-hbiberija billi skond il-programm ta’ appuntamenti ghas-sacerdoti
ghall-2007-2008 ged ikollu stedina kull xahar ghall-hekk imsejjah Grupp Sacerdoti
Spiritwalitd San Gorg Preca, li zgur iservi ta’ ghajnuna anki fil-qasam pastorali ghal
zmienna.

Dan jintegra hafna mat-tema tas-Sinodu ta’ I-Isdfijiet li se jsir fOttubru 2008 u i se
jittratta dwar “ll-Kelma ta’ Alla fil-Hajja u |I-Missjoni tal-Knisja”.

L-istess programm ghall-Kleru Ghawdxi jinkludi zewg laqghat tal-Lectio
Divina ghal kull wahda mill-erba’ Zzoni. Dawn barra zewg okkazjonijiet ta’ nofs ta’ nhar
ta’ spiritwalita fil-bidu ta’ I-Avvent u tar-Randan flimkien maz-zewg korsijiet ta’ irtiri li
jsiru f'Settembru u Novembru.

Jissoktaw in-nofs ta’ nhar ta’ formazzjoni teologika ghal kull Zona, u dan
barra mil-lagghat regolari li jsiru fi gruppi ohrajn fejn jigi diskuss il-kaz morali. lI-Kunsill
Presbiterali huwa organu iehor djocesan li jirrapprezenta il-kleru kollu u li fismu
jiddiskuti diversi proposti biex jigu attwati fil-pastorali.

Lagghat ohra miftuha ghall-kleru kollu jvarjaw, hekk per ezempju I-quddiesa
ghas-sacerdoti mejtin fNovembru, il-laggha ghall-predikaturi ta’ I-ezercizzi tar-
Randan f'Jannar, I-adorazzjoni fjum il-qdusija tas-sac¢erdoti fMejju, u I-quddiesa fl-
anniversarju ta’ Dun Mikiel Attard f'Lulju. Ma dawn wiehed izid il-lagghat ta’ fraternita
sacerdotali f'gheluq snin l-isdfijiet taghna, fi Frar u fMarzu.

Stediniet ofira li jikkomplimentaw tajjeb ma’ dawn kollha huma I-ikla tal-
Milied, dik ta’ nhar Hamis ix-Xirka u laqgha so¢jali ofra fLulju fic-Centru tar-Raghaj it-
Tajjeb.

Programm dettaljat tqassam f Ottubru mill-Uffic¢ju Kleru waqgt I-ewwel stedina
fejn gie mfisser ahjar il-pjan pastorali djo¢esan b’messagg mill-E. T. Mons. Isqof M.
Grech fejn spjega kif qabel |-esperjenza ewkaristika u dik missjunarja li wettqu d-
dixxipli ta’ Emmaws, ghaddew mill-htiega ta’ tifsira ahjar tal-Kelma ta’ Alla li
bidlitilhom il-vizjoni kollha ta’ hajjithom.

Inti wkoll inkluz fost dawk il-mistednin, jekk tinzerta tkun Ghawdex ara jekk tistax tissieheb
ma’ hutek sacerdoti {'xi wahda minn dawn Il-attivitajiet. Zgur li thossok milqugh waqt li ahina
napprezzaw hafna z-zjara tieghek fostna




